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Something inside told me that by now someone
had discovered my escape.

It chilled me greatly to think that they would capture
me and take me back to that awful place.

So, | decided to walk only at night until | was
far from the town,

After three nights' walking, | felt sure that they
had stopped chasing me.

| found a deserted cottage and walked into it.

Tired, | lay down on the floor and fell asleep.

| awoke to the sound of a far away church clock,
softly ringing seven times and noticed that the sun
wdas slowly rising.

As | stepped outside, my heart began to pound with
anticipation and longing.

The thought that | could meet Evelyn soon lightened

my walk,
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The waves were perfect for surfing.

Dave, however, just could not stay on his board.

He had tried more than ten times to stand up
but never managed it.

He felt that he would never succeed.

He was about to give up when he looked at the seaq
one last time,

The swelling waves seemed to say, "Come on, Dave.

One more try!" Taking a deep breath, he picked up
his board and ran into the water,

He waited for the right wave.

Finally, it came,

He jumped up onto the board just like he had practiced.

And this time, standing upright, he battled the wave
all the way back to shore,

Walking out of the water joyfully, he cheered,

"Wow, | did it!"
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Maia chattered happily about her skis while my thoughts
drifted to past ski trips with my husband,

| wistfully recalled the pain in my tired legs and my
snow—chilled hands the time we pushed on through bad weather
in hope of shelter, and then how we crawled, half—frozen
and hungry, from our tent after a fitful night to be welcomed
by one of the most awesome vistas I'd seen in my life.

The adventure was worth the pain, and maybe
even sweeter because of it,

Now that Maia has joined our life, I've missed hiking,
kayaking, diving, and ski trips.

We have gone on a few modified backpacking trips
and done some car camping with Maia, but like leisurely
Sunday brunches and wine—soaked late night debates with

friends, high adventure seemed a pleasure of the past.
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Stevie ignored the runner on third and threw a fastball

for a strike right down the middle of the plate.

As the ball hit the catcher's mitt, Keith saw Rocco

hightailing it towards second base.

He immediately threw down in the manner instructed.

The Tiger manager, completely surprised by the contested

steal, yelled at his boy on third base to run home.

Before the words completely left his mouth, Eddie raced in,

cutting off the throw and fired it back home.

Keith took the throw from Eddie and tagged out the lead

runner with plenty of time to spare.

The crowd in the bleachers exploded with applause

as the normally hapless Astros had pulled off the play

of the game.
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Be careful, darling!" Grandma shouted.

‘Don't go too near the water.’

Yosef turned and smiled at her,

Just at that moment, out of nowhere, a huge wave
crashed on the beach and swept him out to seaq.

Grandma ran to the water's edge, screaming.

Oh God!

What has happened?

Oh nol!

Please bring little Yosef back!'

For the first time in many years, Grandma prayed.

She prayed to all the gods she could think of,

She had never felt so bad in all her life,

At that moment, another high wave, even bigger
than the first one, crashed on the beach,

She looked down,

There was little Yosef, sitting on the sand, pale and
wet, but otherwise all right.

He looked up at his Grandma and smiled.

She gave a sigh of relief, picked him up, and

covered him with kisses.
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— a boy who feels free after an accident
o:-:o

(1) When | woke up, Mother was still on her knees

wrapping a cloth around my lower chest.

(72) She knew exactly what she was doing.

(83) Many times when we were younger, Mother told Ron,
Stan and me how she had intended to become a nurse,
until she met Father,

(4) Whenever she was confronted with an accident around
the home, she was in complete control.

(E) | never doubted her nursing abilities for a second.
(@) | simply waited for her to load me in the car and
take me to the hospital.

(7) | felt sure that she would.

() It was just a matter of time.

(©) | felt a curious sense of comfort,

(1) | knew in my heart it was over,

(1Y This whole charade of living like a slave

had come to an end.,

(1%2) 1 felt the accident had set me free.



